Wallingford-Swarthmore School District
Social Media Feature: The Power of a Teacher Who Never Stops Caring
OVERVIEW:
Teachers like Mr. Kevin Haney make our jobs easy. Always supportive of the school
communicator role and eager to share what is going on his classroom or with his
sport teams, he really helps contribute to a positive school climate. Mr. Haney has
been teaching English at Strath Haven High School for nearly 20 years. His public
speaking elective is extremely sought-after as participating in it really transforms
students, and he is a beloved volleyball and basketball coach. He stays in touch with
his former students and has officiated at five of their weddings. When WMMR's
(93.3) Preston and Steve Show featured Strath Haven one day in May to have the
community vote for its “coolest teacher”, Mr. Haney was the clear choice. “Cool”,
connected, and caring – that was just the tip of the iceberg of what was to transpire
just a few short months later. Mr. Haney's impact was about to reverberate in ways
he couldn't even imagine.
In October of 2021, when the USA was evacuating Afghanistan, Mr. Haney reached
out to his former student Amir Sidiqi who was living there. Mr. Haney shared his
concerns for Amir on Twitter which set off an incredible chain reaction which led to
Amir and his family’s escape. This powerful story led Amir to show up
unexpectedly in Mr. Haney's driveway and then the two of them to fly out to Los
Angeles to appear as guests on the Kelly Clarkson Show!
I captured Mr. Haney's adventures and accolades through photos and social media
posts that helped share the story with the community. This feel-good – and
potentially life-saving – story was inspiring and garnered a lot of engagement,
especially during a back-to-school time that was affected by the ups and downs and
uncertainty of COVID-19. One thing was certain: teachers like Mr. Haney can make
a profound difference in the lives of his students and community, in big and small
ways. This story reinforced how lucky we are to have so many amazing teachers in
our schools.
Mr. Haney just found out that he is a recipient of the Four Chaplains Award in
Philadelphia this year. Past recipients have included Bob Hope, John Glenn, Mickey
Rooney, James Michener, Marian Anderson, C. Everett Koop, Tommy Lasorda and
Shirley Chisholm as well as military personnel, veterans, and civilians from all
walks of life. His impact and legacy - and legend - continues to grow, and the WSSD
and greater community is extremely proud of him.
#1: Facebook – Vote for the Coolest Teacher at Strath Haven on the Preston
and Steve Show, May 13, 2021

#2: Facebook – And the Coolest Teacher at Strath
Haven HS is…Mr. Kevin Haney! May 14, 2021

#3: Mr. Haney on the Radio...Tune in to hear him
on the Preston & Steve Show - May 14, 2021

#4: A few months later..Mr. Haney and Amir Sidiqi Facebook Posts
Original Story and Philadelphia area news coverage – August 30, 2021

#5: National Coverage: Mr. Haney and Amir Sidiqi on the Kelly Clarkson Show
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